WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

"HANDLING, CHARGING AND JUMPING BATTERIES"

Most of you would rate charging or jumping a wet cell battery a simple job, however, odds are that the majority of you are doing this simple job the wrong way.  Wet cell battery experts warn that there are serious hazards involved in the handling and charging of batteries.

These hazards include:

1. Acid burns

2. Back strains from lifting batteries

3. Electric shock

4. Fire and explosion

5. Exposure to toxic fumes

6. Slips and falls caused by spilled materials

The following are basic safety rules to follow when handling batteries during charging operations.

1. Only trained and authorized personnel should handle or charge batteries.

2. Storing and charging of batteries should be done in areas separated from exposure to other operations.

3. Areas where battery charging occurs should be well ventilated to prevent the accumulation of an explosive mixture of battery gases.

4. There should be no smoking or other sources of ignition in battery charging areas.

5. Persons handling and charging batteries must be provided with, and use, full face shields or eye goggles, acid proof gloves and aprons.

6. During charging operations, when mixing chemicals, acid should be poured into water.  Never pour water into acid. A carbon filter or siphon should be used to handle electrolyte in large containers.

7. Battery racks and trays should be treated to be resistant to electrolyte.  Floors in charging areas should be constructed to be acid resistant and protected from acid accumulation.

8. Metal tools and other metal objects should be kept away from batteries to eliminate the potential for burns, fire, or explosion.

9. Eye wash and shower facilities should be provided for quick drenching and flushing of eyes and body parts.

10. Facilities should be provided for neutralizing electrolyte spills and spills should be flushed immediately.  Spills of any slippery substance on the floor should be cleaned up immediately.

11. Vent caps should be kept in place and in working order while charging batteries to prevent electrolyte spray.

12. A class 2-C fire extinguisher should be available within 25 feet outside the battery charging area.

13. Use safe lifting techniques when manual lifting of batteries is required.  Use battery carriers or wheeled carts if possible.
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