WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

"COMPRESSED GAS CYLINDERS"

Compressed gas cylinders may appear to be harmless, but they are in fact very hazardous when improperly handled.  The following safe handling rules should be practices with all compressed gas cylinders whether full or empty.

1. Compressed gas cylinders stand on very small bases and can easily be tipped over.  Because of its great weight, a falling cylinder can easily smash a person's foot, break their leg, or cause damage to the cylinder.  To keep them from falling, cylinders in use, transport, or storage must be secured in an upright position and secured with rope, chain, tie wire, etc.

2. The contents of compressed gas cylinders are under great pressure.  When a cylinder control valve is accidentally broken off, the compressed gas escapes rapidly causing the cylinder to become a projectile with enough speed and force to smash through several brick walls, or people, in its path.  Prevent this hazard by always capping the control valves of cylinders not in use.

3. Never use cylinders as rollers, for supports, or allow them to come in contact with electrical power, open flame, hot metal, or extreme heat.  This will prevent cylinder damage and possible rupture.

4. Acetylene cylinders are partially filled with liquid acetone.  Acetone is very corrosive and causes leaks in torch hoses, and the valve seals on the cylinders, torches, and gauges when it contacts them.  The leaky gases are easily ignited resulting in fire and explosion, and injury to the user.  Prevent this by keeping cylinders in an upright position at all times so that liquid acetone stays safely in the bottoms of the cylinders.

5. Oxygen mixed with acetylene or propane gas creates an extremely flammable mixture.  Leakage from cylinders stored close together is easily ignited resulting in fire and explosion.  Always store oxygen cylinders at least 20 feet away from other types of cylinders or separate from other cylinders by a 5 foot, noncombustible, fire-resistant wall.

6. Vapors from natural gas and acetylene are lighter than air and rise -- beware of high concentrations at tank tops or ceilings.  LP gases such as butane and propane are heavier and will pocket in the lowest areas.  Due to the possibility of gas leakage, never locate any compressed gas tanks inside confined space areas.

7. Before working with any compressed gas, consult the manufacturer's material safety data sheet (MSDS) for specific precautions, health hazards, and important safety information.  Avoid costly OSHA citations by shaping up your cylinder storage and handling procedures today.

8. When cylinders are empty or no longer needed, return them to their proper storage location.  Make this a habit.
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