WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

"CONCRETE SAFETY"

Even though concrete has become a common building material, we can't ignore the dangers from chemical or personal injury hazards.  The most common chemical ingredient in concrete is cement.  When contacted with the skin, cement can cause irritation, burn and tissue destruction.  Also drying and cracking may result, which can open the door to serious infection.  In addition, there are many chemical additives used in concrete mixes that you should know about.

Some basic safety rules to be considered when working with concrete are:

1. Material safety data sheets should be maintained and each employee should be familiar with the hazards stated.

2. If you are handling concrete, use proper lifting techniques.  When wheeling, dumping, or handling concrete, try to maintain good posture and balance to avoid injuries and strains resulting from the weight you are handling.

3. Make sure that all electrical cords and tools are grounded, as wet concrete conducts electricity.

4. All protruding reinforcing steel, onto or into which an employee could fall, should be guarded to prevent implement.

5. All equipment and materials should be inspected before use.

6. Any powered and rotating-type concrete troweling machines that are manually guided should be equipped with a “deadman” control.

7. Always be alert for overhead wires when using a crane, concrete pump or conveyor system.

8. Drawings or plans, including all revisions, should be available at the job site.  When building concrete forms, the formwork should be designed and erected so that it will be capable of supporting any loads that may reasonably anticipate being applied to the formwork.

If your job requires you to work above others, you have a responsibility for their safety.  Plan and perform your work in a manner that will prevent any tools, materials, or equipment from falling on those below.

When lifting concrete by crane, test the first bucket to make sure that your crane can handle the load.  Though concrete may not look very heavy, one cubic yard can weigh more than a full-size pickup truck.  This is also a good reason to stay out from underneath and away from swinging concrete buckets.

Employee Safety Recommendations: ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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____________________

Supervisor’s Signature: ___________________________________________________

This form is not intended to supersede local,

state or federal regulations

