WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

"EXCAVATION AND TRENCH SAFETY"

An excavation is any man-made depression in an earth surface formed by removal of earth.  A trench is an excavation deeper than it is wide.  Excavation continues to be one of the most hazardous activities performed by construction workers, and cave-in accidents are the most dangerous, as they are fifteen times more likely to cause death than other categories of serious construction accidents.

A "competent person" is required throughout any excavation activity.  This "competent person" must be capable of identifying existing and predictable hazards in the surrounding area, or working conditions which are unsanitary, hazardous, or dangerous to employees, and who has authority to take prompt action to protect employees and correct hazards.

Prior to excavation, all underground utilities must be located and appropriately marked.

The following are basic safety rules to avoid injury when working in and around excavations and trenches.


1. Depending on soil conditions, the sides of an excavation must be sloped back at an angle between 35 and 50 degrees.  The angle of slope for average type soils is 45 degrees.  Sides with slopes steeper than 50 degrees must be protected with specially designed bracing and shoring systems.  The same rules apply to trenches when they are over 5 feet deep.


2. The sides of excavations and trenches must be free of cracks and fissures, or sliding and falling earth, which may be signs of an impending cave-in.


3. Trenches over 4 feet deep must have means of safe entry and exit by usage of stairways, ladders, or cleaned ramps requiring no more than 25 feet of lateral travel to reach.


4. Water must not be allowed to accumulate in excavations and trenches, and should be removed or controlled by the use of well points, pumps, division ditches, or dikes.


5. Adjoining buildings, walls, sidewalks, or other structures should be shored, braced, or underpinned to ensure their stability when endangered by excavating or undermining.


6. Where toxic, flammable or oxygen deficient atmospheres may reasonably be expected to exist in an excavation or trench, procedures for entry into confined workspaces should be followed.


7. Excavated or other materials, or equipment should be kept back at least 2 feet from the edge of an excavation trench.


8. Excavation equipment (i.e. backhoes, drag lines, pay loaders) should not be left close to the edge of excavations that are to be left open.

Employee Safety Recommendations: ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Meeting Attended By:

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

Supervisor’s Signature: ___________________________________________________

This form is not intended to supersede local,

state or federal regulations


