WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

"FLOOR HOLES AND FLOOR OPENINGS"
Floor holes are small openings through floors, roofs, or platforms with the least dimension being over one inch but less than 12 inches.  Unprotected, these openings create a tripping hazard, and allow access for items to fall on those below.

Floor openings are larger penetrations through floors, roofs, and platforms that measure over 12 inches in their least dimension.  Unprotected, floor openings create a serious fall-through danger for employees, materials, tools, and equipment.

Unprotected floor holes and floor openings have been responsible for so many injuries and deaths that they have been nicknamed "The booby traps of the construction industry".  Unfortunately for the victims, these accidents were all preventable.  Every one of us must work to eliminate these booby traps with the protection of solid covers or standard guard railings.

Solid covers must be strong enough to support all loads and loading requirements.  They must be secured to prevent accidental pickup and labeled "Danger - Hole Cover - Do Not Remove".

A standard guard railing must be 42" high from floor to top of the rail, with posts not exceeding 8' centers.  It must have a midrail, and a 4" toeboard strong enough to stop tools, materials, etc. from sliding or rolling over the edge.  If a 4" toeboard is not sufficient to restrain adjacent materials, then paneling of screening should be used.  Minimum requirements for wooden rails are 2X4" stock for posts and top rail, with a 1X6" midrail.  The material should be selected to avoid defects and splinters.  If you prefer steel, use 1-1/2" pipe, or 2X2X3?" angle for posts, top, and midrail.  Other materials of equal or greater strength may be substituted.  Due to its unpredictable strength and brittleness, re-bar is not considered an acceptable material for use as a guardrail.

Safety reminder: All guard railings must be capable of withstanding a 250-pound load in any direction.

Employee Safety Recommendations: ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Meeting Attended By:

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

Supervisor’s Signature: ___________________________________________________

This form is not intended to supersede local,

state or federal regulations

