WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

"FORMWORK"

Despite the simplicity or difficulty of formwork requirements, safety must be included in every phase and activity of its construction.  Pre-job planning should incorporate types of forming systems and engineering requirements, plus material storage, handling, erection and stripping techniques.

Formwork requires repeated handling and re-use of materials and equipment.  A well-organized storage area saves accidents and reduces material waste.  Stockpile materials in an orderly manner to:

1. Prevent piles from toppling.

2. Keep storage areas clean to eliminate tripping and fire hazards.

3. Avoid painful puncture wounds by pulling used nails from lumber.

Always be alert for overhead electrical lines when using power equipment to handle materials.

Since most forming materials are handled by hand, remember to lift loads with your legs, not your back.  If the load is too heavy, get "help" not "hurt".  Before carrying a load make sure the path is clear and watch where you step.  Wearing the proper gloves can protect your hands from splinters and other minor injuries.

As forms get higher, standard guardrails become a part of their construction.  Guardrails are required on all open sides and ends of platforms more that 10 feet in height, and on any scaffold platform less than 45 inches wide and over 4 feet high.

To ensure that no materials have been removed or omitted, always check the entire form system prior to concrete placement.  Keep in mind that mechanical vibration can increase concrete pressure by approximately 35% and loosen or disengage forming hardware.

Operators of equipment and workers on the ground should have protection against weather, falling objects, swinging loads, and similar hazards.

Serious form failures continue to recur due to the same old reasons:

1. Safe shoring procedures were not followed.

2. Formwork design was faulty.

3. Concentrated overloading exceeded design strength.

4. Poor workmanship.

5. Shortcuts.

6. Lack of competent supervision.

Safety reminder:  A wide variety of chemicals are occasionally used of forms.  Always review the appropriate MSDS to avoid health risks.

Employee Safety Recommendations: ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

Supervisor’s Signature: ___________________________________________________

This form is not intended to supersede local,

state or federal regulations

