WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

"GUARDING - METAL WORKING EQUIPMENT"
Any company, which utilizes metal working machinery, should have in place an active machine-guarding program.  This will help reduce accident, which in turn builds employee confidence and, thus, contributes in a major way to reaching production goals.

Needless to say, an unguarded machine capable of cutting, bending, or shaping metal can "ruin" an employee's day as well as have a negative impact on production goals.

If machines should be guarded, what types of guards are there and what are their functions?  There are four basic types:


1. Enclosure.


2. Interlocking


3. Automatic.


4. Remote control.

Enclosure Guard


The (fixed) enclosure guard is preferable to all other types in that it prevents access to moving parts by enclosing them completely.  It also restrains broken and flying machine parts.

Interlocking Guard


Many consider the interlocking guard or barrier guard an alternative to the enclosure guard.  One type of interlocking guard while shut off or disengages power preventing the machine from starting when the guard is open.  It also prevents the opening of the guard while the machine is under power or coasting.  Other types utilize electric eye beams, electric contact, or mechanical stops to shut down the machine when the operator enters the danger zone.

Automatic Guard


Automatic guards may be used when it is not practical for enclosure or interlocking guards.  This type of guard actually pulls the operator's hands, arms, or body from the danger zone as the machine's cycle is in motion.  "Pull-back" devices are common on many open-back press breaks.

Remote Control Guard


Remote control systems, such as a two-hand trip system, are in common use to protect the operator from dangerous points of operation.  This requires the simultaneous action of both hands of the operator to activate the machine.

The employee should be as aware as his employer of the necessity for adequate machine guarding and the safe operation of machinery, if for no other reason than that it is his health and future that are at stake.  A machine-guarding program should include regular inspections using checklists to insure nothing is overlooked.  These inspections should be properly documented and maintained on file for future reference.

In summary, companies in the metal working industries should incorporate a formal machine-guarding program into their operations.  The types of guards used would depend upon the machines used, however, it would involve one of the four basic types: enclosure, interlocking, automatic, or remote control.  Inherent in this program is proper training, in-depth inspection, and proper documentation.  After all, it could be costly -- in more ways than one.
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