WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

“POWER PRESSES”

Power presses are one of the most productive pieces of equipment in use in modern industry, but when used improperly they can be one of the most dangerous.  Accidents can result in amputations, lacerations, and crushing injuries.  A listing of the associated hazards includes pinch points, shear points, flying objects, run-in points electricity, air and hydraulic pressure, etc.

Guards and/or safety devices should be provided on all power presses, but these alone will not prevent power press accidents.  Power press safety entails a combination of employee training, supervisor’s vigilance, and adequate machining guarding/safeguards.

Employee Training

Only trained and authorized employees should be allowed to operate mechanical power presses.  Every operator should be trained as to the safety fundamentals and practices for all aspects of the power press operation, which he/she will perform (operator, set-up, maintenance, etc.).

Employees should be instructed to never perform an operation, which they are not authorized to perform and to report problems to supervision immediately.  Specific power press rules should be provided and discussed with all operators.

Supervisors Vigilance

Supervisors must insist on being immediately informed of all matters, especially problems related to equipment.  Supervision must insist that all rules and safe work practices are followed, and must take disciplinary action for offenders.  Supervision must spend some time each day with each operator to ensure that safe work practices are being followed.

Machine Guarding

All ANSI and OSHA Standards should be followed regarding the use of machine guards and safety devices.  Guards/devices must be inspected, adjusted, and properly maintained if they are to be effective.

The following safeguards should be included in any power press safety program:

1. Operate the press within the tonnage and attachment weight rating of the manufacturer.

2. Maintain good housekeeping and storage practices.

3. Enforce the use of personal protective equipment.

4. Use lockout/tagout procedures for all maintenance/set-up work.

5. Always block the press ram before die change or adjustment work.

6. Implement a rigid, scheduled maintenance program with records of inspection.

7. Post sign/warnings for hazardous areas.

8. Discuss power press safety with all employees to promote safety awareness.

9. Allow maintenance/set-up work to be performed by authorized and trained personnel.

10. Never attempt to remove or bypass the use of point of operation guards.
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