WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

“PORTABLE ELECTRIC POWER TOOLS”

The next time you see a portable electric power tool in operation remember that it can cut, drill, grind, or damage flesh faster than wood, steel or concrete.

Unfortunately, self-inflicted accidents continue to occur to construction workers nationwide because they used the wrong tool, used a dull or defective tool, ignored electrical procedures, or because they failed to use the proper personal protective equipment.

To be skilled in the use of any portable power tool, you must know what the tool was designed to do, how it works, where and how to use it, its potential hazards, as well as its safety features and operational requirements.  None of us know all the answers, so whenever you have a question regarding any power tool don’t be afraid to ask for help, after all, the only stupid question is the one that’s never asked.

Whenever possible, take time to review the manufacturer’s operating manual.  It’s short and to the point, and loaded with useful information.  In addition, keep the following in mind:

1. All electrical power tools must either be “double insulated” or have a 3-wire type, grounded cord and plug.

2. Extension cords must be a 3-wire type designed for “hard” or “extra hard” usage.

3. Never yank an electrical cord to unplug it, or use the cord to raise, lower or carry the tool.

4. Always disconnect the power source before servicing, changing accessories, or when not in use.

5. Never attempt to use any tool unless you are first equipped with the proper personal protective equipment.

6. Always inspect the tool and electrical cord before each use.

7. Never operate electrical power tools when standing in water, working in the rain, or in explosive atmospheres.

8. Power tools do not think, that’s your job.  To avoid a tragedy, always engage your brain before you operate any tool.
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