WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

“PREVENTING KICKBACK”

Table Saw

Table saw kickback happens for several reasons.  Sometime the cut in the material will close up and pinch the rear of the blade.  The material can get wedged between the fence and the rear of the saw blade.  For example, the fence and the blade aren’t parallel to each other.  If you start off with a crooked cut, the wood can bind against the side of the blade.  Splitters help to keep the cut open and anti-kickback pawls can stop the work piece before it becomes a projectile headed your way.  Never tilt the saw blade toward the fence.  If you do, the wood may be trapped between them and you may be injured.

Circular Saw

Kickback with a circular saw offers a slightly different result.  It, too, can be caused by pinched blades and wedged wood.  Instead of the stock kicking back at you, the saw may spin your way and an uncontrolled circular saw is real trouble.  Whenever you feel the need to force the saw through the cut, something is wrong.  Shut off the saw and find the problem.

Radial Arm Saw

On a radial arm saw, kickback occurs when the stock binds between the back of the blade and the fence.  Stock will be ejected toward the rear or the saw may “climb” the work and race toward you.  Always keep your body, particularly hands and arms, away from the line the saw would take if this happened.  When you crosscut, pull the saw forward only enough to cut the stock; if you pull too far, the blade may catch the stock on the return trip and throw it.

Any Saw

On any of these saws, a dull or dirty blade can increase the changes of kickback.  A buildup pitch, for example, increases friction on the blade’s surface and makes it more susceptible to binding.  A warped blade is real trouble.  Be sure that the set of the blade’s teeth is adequate to provide clearance in the saw cut; otherwise the blade is likely to bind.  

Employee Safety Recommendations: ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Meeting Attended By:

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
____________________
____________________

Supervisor’s Signature: ___________________________________________________

This form is not intended to supersede local,

state or federal regulations

