WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING

COMPANY NAME:____________________________
DATE:______________

“SCAFFOLDS - GENERAL”

Years ago convicted criminals were put to death on scaffold platforms.  Things are different today, if you are on a scaffold you no longer have to be a convicted criminal to die, only an unfortunate construction worker who made a fatal mistake.

Scaffold related deaths claim the lives of about 200 of your construction co-workers each year, and not one of them deserved the death penalty.  Currently there are a wide variety of scaffold systems used throughout the construction industry, so the odds are high that you will be working with or on, one or more of them within the next year, so when you do keep these tips in mind.

The law requires that no scaffold should be erected, moved, dismantled, or altered, except under the supervision of a competent person.

If you are involved in erecting scaffolding, make sure the base is solid and stable.  If the ground is soft, use screw jacks or mudsills to avoid buckling or settling.

For maximum strength always erect scaffolding plumb and level.  Be sure to use all required bracing and accessories per engineer or manufacturer’s instructions.  Always install railings in sequence with the scaffold erection.  Scaffold should be designed to support at least 4 times the weight of the workers who will use them and their materials.

Use approved leveling devices, not makeshift piers to plumb the scaffolding.  Each lift should be pinned or otherwise secured to prevent separation, and check that each section continues plumb and level.

All side bracing must be in place and safely secured as you build upward.  Be sure to check for overhead obstacles, especially power lines, each time you add a section.  Do not attempt to climb up or down on the side braces; they are unsteady and can come loose.

Planking must be scaffold grade and in good condition.  Inspect it before using it.  If it is cracked or broken, replace it.  Do not let a cracked plank ruin your day or worse.

Make the following wide enough that you can safely work on it and install guardrails as you build upward.

If scaffold is on wheels (example:  inside a building with a concrete floor), be sure the brakes are locked before using.  Do not ride on upper levels while scaffold is being moved or attempt to move scaffold with anyone riding on it.  Remember that tools and/or materials are likely to fall as the scaffold is moved, so be sure to remove anything that can fall off.

Use a tag line when hoisting materials to or from a scaffold.  Keep scaffold platforms clean to prevent trips and slips --never work on scaffolds during storms and high winds.
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